
It seems like rate increases or cancelations are the only two options when you get 

your renewal notice these days.  We understand the difficult choices that many 

are forced to make regarding insurance!  While we wish we could wave our magic 

wand and make the pain go away, we are doing all we can to lessen the impact 

that insurance premium increases are having on our community.  That is why we 

organized and became a FireWise community!  This designation allows you to get 

a discount on your home owner's insurance with all major carriers including the 

Fair Plan.

Also note that all of Western El Dorado County qualifies for the Fire Risk Reduction 

Community discount, so you already have both of the Community Discounts 

available!

The Fair Plan now also offers a la carte discounts for home hardening and 

defensible space work. You can earn up to a 16.4% discount for all items. Check 

out the list below to see what you might qualify for.  

See documents at the end of this newsletter for Fair Plan Discounts, the El Dorado 

County Fire Risk Reduction Community Certificate, and the Sand Ridge FireWise 

Certificate.  
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Signage Project Status

You may have noticed some new signs at either end of Sand Ridge Road.  We received a 

grant for Community outreach and used the funds to purchase and install a large sign at the 

Bucks Bar side of Sand Ridge and a notice board on the 49 side

Keep an eye out for monthly messages to help us stay fire safe!

Pioneer Fire graciously let us plant this 3x5 foot large metal 

community safety sign on their on the Bucks Bar end

The Pauly’s let us plant our smaller community message board 

on their property on the 49 side.  Feel free to drive in to the 

driveway in front of it to take a closer look



Highlights from the July Meeting 

If you missed our last meeting on July 16th at the Pioneer Fire Station, we had 

Grant Ingram (former fire and Cal Fire) give us a great presentation on evacuation 

awareness and we played an evacuation game that many found illuminating!  In 

general, Grant's presentation made the following important points...

• Know your community -- and all of routes into and out of it.

• Know your neighbors – know who may need extra help during an evacuation, 

who has a gate that can be opened to provide another way out, who you could 

call if you are not home when a fire starts.

• Stay in the know – 

o Sign up for RAVE/Smart 911 the El Dorado County emergency alert 

system

o Download the Watch Duty app that helps you know when a fire is in the 

area

o Evacuate if you feel in danger, whether or not an official evacuation has 

been called

• Stay flexible – don’t become fixated on one route for evacuation.  Each fire is 

different and they can behave unpredictably.  Assess and re-evaluate your 

options before committing to one solution.

• Identify possible “safe spaces” -- along evacuation routes in case the fire 

cuts you off.  A dirt field, metal covered horse area, large paved area, etc.  

These can be used as a temporary shelter in place location until it is safe to 

continue your evacuation.

• Road considerations -- Once a fire starts anywhere along Sand Ridge Rd, 

ingress to the area will be limited or not an option.  Fire crews need to keep the 

roads clear for their large equipment and to facilitate neighbors leaving.  Taking 

your RV and/or trailers will make two-way traffic difficult, if not impossible, in 

certain places.

• Obey all Sheriff directions -- They know more about the situation than you 

likely do.  Arguing or trying to persuade them to let you do something else, only 

delays evacuations for everyone else.



Can You Host a 49-Side Meeting?

We realize that holding meetings only at the Pioneer Fire Station on Mt Aukum 

Rd. limits the number of folks who can attend.  I get it, it takes me 45 minutes to 

drive over there!  Therefore, we are looking for someone who could host a couple 

of meetings each year on the Hwy 49 end of Sand Ridge.  The Fire Safe Council 

has liability insurance to cover you and your property.  Do you have a barn, large 

grassy field or empty garage that you could offer?  Please let us know!

Contact the Sand Ridge Fire Safe Council

eMail:  info@sandridgefiresafe.org

Facebook Group:  Sand Ridge Fire Safe Council

FireWise Renewal - Action

Our FireWise renewal is coming up shortly.  Please find the time sheet at the end 

of this newsletter and submit your hours and expenses.  Any and all time, money, 

number/size of burn piles is important for us all to get that renewal again which in 

turn provides us all with a discount on our fire insurance.  
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